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T« o in the speing of lhui
woull 1504 that mil London

ok Interveted pnd the
fishlommlle wordd 5in-
pHvy el By the  mnsie of
e Hon, Wousnly Adaly
Uoder wost uuuwant amnd
tarxulleablo olremasinned T ol
TE TR .‘l}‘l. Wserps] (hones pardidy Q
the veloe whilcl coathe out 1 th
Invext Ehtlom, Lit] o o) i) Yeons
eeed Db that oossisiog, sduct Wi
oune for thoe prosgention wns wo over.

wheliingly siroag (but 1L wian not ges
Enetry to bring forwned all (he facts
Onlybow, ot the i ©f neariy ten years,
#in 1 allowsd ‘o euppl;

Hoks which make up the
ramnrknble ebimin,. Tl v
lerest I dtaelf, But thot interest wan

an notling to me comparved to e -
ehpdeivahle seygnel, which afforded e

thp rentest sbhook bl sarprise of nny

event v wy adventarous Nfe, Even

pove, After (hik long lutseend, 1 G oy !
self thriitiog as [ think of it ol feel
g once mors that sudden doad of Joy,
amuginent aod fnerednlity which ut.
furly subwierged my mind. Lot we
Ay to ther pobile, whilcl bns sbows
some intecest 1 thowe glimpees which
I hinvy occumlonnily given them of the
thoughis and adotlons of o very remirk.
able wma, dint they are not to blame
we if T harve por shorsd my knowlsfgo
with then:, for 1 qhnuh:l hove conslilere
od it 1y first duty to have dowe wo bnad
I nu) been harved Ly o poxitive probd
Bltdany from ute own Hps, which wus
only withdrawn vpon the 3d of last
moenth,

1t enn be tngivsd that my cloke in- |
timacy wilth Sherlock Holwes had I
torestod e deeply i cle dnd that
after his d'swpponrnnce 1 nover failed
10 yead with care e varlous proliems
whith entie before the puhite. And |
even attompted more than onee for my
owi privote antlsfaction to employ his
methods 1n thefr solution, though with
ind{farent success, Thote was none,
nwever, which appealed to me ke
this tragedy of NMonold Adalr.  As 1
rend the evidence nt the Ingnest, which
J&d up to a verdiet of willfu!l marder
REninst ®OMNe POrROn OF [OrSOLY  Un-
known, 1 eetlized more clocrely than 1
hitd ever done the loms wihlch the vom.
munity hied snstained by the dsnth of
Eherlock Holmes,

There wers points abont thi= strange
bosiness whichh would, I was sure, bnve
spudially appesiod to him, and the of
forts of the pollee would have besn
siptietented or wmore probubily autidl
puted Ly ibe trolned observation aod
the alert mind of firkt  erlminal
apent in Burope. Al Qay as | drove
gpon my round 1 furned over the case
in my mind and found ve explanation
whish appearsd to me to boe adequnte.
At the risk of telllng a twice 1ol mle
1 will recwpitulate the fucts ns they
were known to (e public at the con- |
cluslon of the Ingueut,

The Hon. Ronasld Adair was the nec.
ond som of the Earl of Maynooth, at
thiat time governor of one of the Aus-
tralinn colonies.  Adair's mother had
returned from Australla to undergo the
operation for eatartct, sod she, her son
Rouald and ber donughter [Hda were
living together at 427 Purk lane. The
youth moved in the best soclety—had,
e far as was known no epemies and
no particulnr vicps, e had been en-
guged to Miss Edith Wonlley of Cap- I
peanlre, but the engnpement had heen
broken off by mwutunl consent "’“‘"l
months before, and there was no sign
that it had left any very proefound feel-
Ing behing it.  For the rest the man's
life moved In a pareow and convestion- |
al circle, for Bis habis ware quiet end
lifs pature unemotional. Yet it was op
o this vasy BOLUE yOung aristocrnt that |
Aol e o ot strange sl unex
pected form hetweon the hours of 10
Aol 1020 on the wight of Mardh 30 1
1804,

Hansld Adnle woas fond of ¢
tor coutinonkly, bot for
stnkes us would burt bim. e
member of the Baldwin, the Cavendish
and the Bagatello enrd clnis, 1t wos |
phiow that ufter diuner on the dny of
iz death e had plarsd & rubler of
whist nt the lntter clob, He hind also
plared there In the aftirncon. The
ovidenen of those who bhad played with
hlm—5Mr. Murray, Sir Jobn Herdy and
Colnel Mornn—showed that the gume
was whist and that there wae a falrly
eqpul fall of the cande, Aduir might
have lost £3, but notl wore, His for-
tune was & conaldernbile oue. nnd such
# Joss could ot in any war affect Liw.
e ind played nearly every day st ooe
¢luh or other, but he wasn o eautioun
player and venslly rose & winoer. It
came ont ia evidence that in partuer-
hip with Colonel Morsn he bad petuo-
slly wou as much fx £420 in o siiting
some weeks Lefore from Golfrey Mil-
e and Lord Ralmorst Se wuch for
Bl recent Wietary as It cume out at the

s misslng
whole ef (hut
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| A tall,
| whom § sirongly stspécted of belug &
| plain clothes detontive,
| ot some theory of Lils wwn, while the

Y |
the evenlug of e erime he re

ILLUSTRATED
BY KD STEELEY

torned from the clab exaitly at 10
Hie wother und sister wors oul spend-
Ing the pvenlug with & rilatl. & The
wervint depored that aho heasd bim en
ter the Crant room on the secoud Hoer,
goniornlly  gned us his RIOE  rooom

| Shie hnd Tit m fire, and an It smoked stiv

Bud opened the windsw, o sodrd was
heard from the roots wntil 1129 the

hour of the Peturn of Lady Maynpogh| 6t lonel, wedzgod wndor his vight arm

and ber duughter, Desliing w say
Eoodl nlght, sho attotapivd to enter hior
BOn'S POdWm, T]l oar was ldked on
e taadde, ond Lo SR wer eov l\l L pml.

to il ofies mond hno et X L
Glvtu sl dnd thie ool forved], !'!r- nﬂ.
fortitnale youtg thon was found Ivihe
nenr thiy calde. BHis bend bsmd beon bor
pibly amutilated by an expanding e
volver allot. bat no woapon of ooy
AOrL was jo De Mtad I e foom,. Of
the bl iy twn Hank Liotis for £10
ol sod £17 TU8; In sliver ann gold, the
mitiner avediged In atle pllew of vary
g aimadnt. Thers woew same figored
misp upon n shesl of pgvee, with the
N es of motie elah frivndn oppokite to
tivni, from which It was conjoctored
that e oee his deith e v woddenvor-
Jog 1o ke cut Lis Jowees o winnhnes
ot cands,

A ot examinntion of the clreuin-
Rlateed setved anly o make the cnse
mploag, Iy the first place,
raason could be given why the yoithe
mnn shiovkd have fustonsd the door
Indltle. Thore wos e possh
that the musdarer had done this
nnd hind afterward eseaped by the wis-
dow, The drop was st least twoeuty
feet, however, apd & bl of crocusea In
luy beneatl, Nelther the
fowery nor the curth shiewod ooy sl
of having diaturhes); nor
there any murks upug the parrow sizlp
of Rrase which the bhmise
from the roud,

A thestfors 1t wan  (he
youug wan blo --—ar who Lind fastened |
the door, DBuat how (k] be
dunth?® ‘No bne eonid
the window wit

SUpPHse Hing
throligh the window, be
be o remarkable sbat who could with
A revolver Inflet so deddly a wound
Agicli, Park lane '~ & freguonted thor-
pughfpre. Thers 4 onb stand withio
& hunpdred yards of the houke, No one
had Loard o aliot. And yet thore was

e oo 0

osio

Ihren wOre

sarpmrn by dl
Tty

e by Lis
htve cllmbed

hout leaving
bnid  fred

o

trnons

the dead mon and thire the pevolver
bulled, which had mushronmed  out,
af soft nosed bullets will, ‘and =0 lp-

AlefE n wound whilel must have enus.
ed Instanthneons death., Buch weoe
the elfrcumstances of the Park lope
mystery, which were further compli-
citedd by entire abeconce of mmtive,
sinee, as I have sald, youue Adulr woas
pot kuown to have any opnemy, dnd o
attempt had been wade to remaove the
muney or valuables in the room,

All day 1 turned these focts over iy
my miul, endeavoring to hit gpon
some  theory which could reeonelle
themn all and to find that Hne of least
resiptance which my poor frieml hoad
declure] to be the starting point of
every Investigation. 1 confoss that |
moade Jittle progress,  In the ovening
1 strolied aorows the park und found
myself nbont 6 o'clock ar thg Oxtford
sireet end of Park lape A groop of
lonfers npon the pavemients, all stariug
up at n particulur window, directed e

It struck me that the fellpw minat be somne
poor bildicphlie,

to e Louse whilch § hud come (o sre

thin wan with colored glssses,
wWas pointing
sround to lston to
what he sakl. T got ds nenr hilm ws 1
could, Imt ks obmervatlons seomed to
e 10 be abswsd, s 1 withdrew anin
in some dsgust. As T dld so I etruck
pguinst an elderly, deformed wun wio
bad been beblod me, aml 1 koocked
down several books which be was oup
ryiug T remeimber that g8 1 ploked
them up | olservexd the tlile of oue of
them, "“The Origin of Tres Worship,”
and it wiruek we that the fellow musi
be some poor bilidiophile who ellber as
# trade or 48 8 bobby wus o collector
of oharnre volumes. | sudesvorad to
ppologice for the accldent, but I was

uthers ecrowded

.’...OODO00009000000009000'OGOODIO0

GAS! GAS! GAS

We sell Gas Ranges and Hot Plates
“W'md eonnect them tnuduqu
pmm o of m s

ecopocopo0?

| bargnin,

would fndoedl |

|
| ¢an haslly bellove my o5on G -II
Ueavens, 10 think that you—you of all
men—shaonld be standing In my stady® |

Dealihy one,

B | mung the throhg.
pas of 427 Park lnoe 40
Hifle (o Plenr np the prolilem jo shich

1 wak erestad,  The bouse wis sep
#rotogd m the dtregt by n low wall
whd raliue the sliole not =iore thauy

Bl 1t wis perfoctly oney,
. fur any oue 1o wel inbe the

five My
oo

pard hut the wimlow woas entiraly
Suncoguible slopoe there Wy o Wator
pipe proanyibilng which eoild help uunl
mostretive min 1o ol 16 Mote e

my danth. Tidre wore Ry goive
oftiere whone disien rorl SEnge
Akee Bwm mo watid ooty bo 1 v

by the- donth of saeir lesplie Ty e
a1l mest dangenons . (me fie atlier
wonkd certaluly got s GOp ol anlue
Band, If all e world wis Aagvineed
that 1T swnk dend they would hke Hwr
thvs, theme miemg thoy woni) feetn e
thoiselves apen, finl o0 o Inter 1
oMl destroy them. Thwo it woukd be
timme for me (o snnoutce (hat 1 wis
still In the lanid of the Nving 8o ranhd-
Iy doms tho benla act thae 1 etiove 1

hind thought this a1l oot Defore FProfose
| oF Marinety bnd reacludd (he bottom of
the Roichenulmeh rall

“1 mibod up nnd examingsd the rooky

: |'ll" behind me. In youn pietoresgns
gl Bhun ever, T retrneed my ctops to | o
~ " ohy [ il i
Kenpimgton. 1 had sot been i my | oot of the matter, which [ read
tofly five winates when thoe miakl en- Fith great interest some months Inter,
:l-n W0 sny that a m-n-u:; desired to | TOU Atsort that the wall was sheer,
sof the.  To My nsfonbdiment W *l""llmt was pot tHernlly e, A fow
solio, other than my strange ol book | *001 footholds prementéd themineltin
- : and thope was soige Bsdledtion of o

Heetar, hle ehibrp, wiesnal fuel peer
the out from & frome of white halr, and |
e presjons volumes, n dovet of them

“Sou're surprieed to mwn, w®ir,"
BATA e oo SEPRAnge [rrl,'!]illl.l}‘ vl

I neknowiedasl that T wan.

HWell, 've 'n oo i
ey T olinnesd Lo see you go Inte this
honse ax 1 oare hobbling aftor you, 1

Onac wir,

thon hl too mysalf 1700 Just stop inoand |
e bt kind geathonan and tell him
thet it I wie a bit grafl o my manher |
Thots, Wk not auy Barm mesut and thist
1 mim tvach olligel to Wit for pieking
up wy hooks

“You maie oo mooh of 4 flde,” sl
I “May 1 ask how you knew wWho ]
Wi

“You, gir, 1F It Len't too great A ey
tv I im n nelgtilbor of rouim, for yon'll

And my Lttle Dookihop ot the sarher of

Charel miveet, nnd veny hapliy 1o fee
you, I mm wure Maybe yon collect
yourselr, «f. ITere'n 'Britich BHlads'
and ‘Catollus’ and ‘The Maly War'—a

every one of thems,. With five

vilimés you opukd Just i) thnt gap on |
thot secoud shelf. It looks 'llltilh',
dois It not, alr?”’

1 moved iy head to ook ut the eabl.
et behiud we. When I tarned m::l*m
Blherlock ¥Molmes wun siniding smiiing
At we aoross my stady table. 1 rose to
my feel, stared at him for some see
onda Ju atter wmazeteant, and then N
appears thnt 1 most bBave faleocd for
the frest and the Jast Lime o my Jife
(Mertalitly a oy mist sawlrles]l hefore
my eyes, and when it clearsd T found
iy collir €nilas yndons and the tlogilig
afteriaste of brandy apott my Lps
Holines was betidlig over iy
e Oaak in bia hnod

"My dear Walsan,"

chialy,

sald the well re

metnherd volioe, "1 owe you A thow

sanit apologios, 1 bad oo ldes that you

woull D so affectod !
I gripped Lilsn by the arms,

“Maolmex! 1 eried. *Is It really youl
| Can It indeed L thit you ave allyve? Is |
It posaihle thnt you succeaded o ellmb
Iug out of that owtol nbyss¥"* |

Walt ¢ moment,” sild e, YAre you
sure that you are really (it to discuas
things? T buve given you a serfous
shock By my unnecessarily deamatle |
refippesrance.*

“1 om nll right

bt Indeod, Holmes, 1

Again 1 gripped Lim by the gleeve and

folt the thin, sivewy nrm beneath It
"Well, soo're not a spleit puvhow!
sald 1. "My dear chap, I'm overjoyml |

Liow
drendfal

Lo st you, Sit down wodd tell
you slve out of that
chasm.*

Flo st opposite to me and It o ol
rotty old nonchalant munuep, |
e owins dressad 1 the senldly frock cond
af the bouk werchinat, but the reat of
that indlvidusl iy In & plle of white
balr and old books upon the tahle
Holines looked even thinner wnd Kocoey
thau of okd, but there was a Qo] wlilie |
tinge In his aguifive fuoce which told
me that his life receptly had pot becu a

e

in Lis

“1 am glad to stroeteh myself, Wit-
gon sndd he, It s no Joke when a
tnll mun has to tonke o fout off Lis
gtature for weveru] bours on end, Now,
my deas fellew, In the mattor of these
explanations, we have. i | may ask
for yonr ec-operntion, a4 hard and den-
gerons night's work o front of us., FPers
haps it wonld be bettor If 1 gave you an |
secount of the whale situation whm |
that work (s finighed "

“1 nm foll of curiosity.
mueeh prefer to hear now.”

“¥ou'll coms with e tonlght ¥

“When you ke sud where you ke

“Mhis s, Indeed, Uke the okl dops

I should l

We shall bave time for & wowthful of
dinner before we nesd g Well, ten,
abont that chasm, T hgd oo sedons
dificulty o getling outl of It for dhe
very slniple renson that 1 never was
In "

“Yon nover were (o 0¥ |

“No, Watzon, 1 never was In it. Ay
note (o you was absolately genoine. |

gl Ditthe dovibhit that I bt eneae 1o the

ol of wy or whon 1 perdslsed the
powewhnt aloister figure of the lnte
Professoy Moviaety standing upon the
narfow pathway whick jled to mfety
I remd an Inexoralide purpase 1o his
gray eyes, | exchanged sosie reinarbs

with bim. therefore, and obtninet hia

corteotts pertgiespion to weite the short
note whilch you sflerwassd oeivinl, |
left It with my cfgnretie Dox amdd my

stiok, and I vvaiked nlong the puthway,
Moariarty whll at my hocls When |
reached the ens I vtood at bay, [le
dAriw o weapoen, bt Mo rodhed 0t we
and threw his long arms arodund me
He knew that bis own gome wos yp
nnd was obly snxious t6 revenge him-
self upon me, We tottersd together
upan the brink of the fall. 1 have gome
knowlwlge, however, of basitaw, or the
Japnueso wystem of wrestling, whbich
has more than sbee oot very waeful |
te me. 1 slippe<] through his grip, and
b with n horrible sceeam kicked wmad-
Iy for o few seconds and dlawed the alf |
with both his bands, Bur for s his |
efforts he sonid tot get hiy balanes, |

and gver Le weut,

WIith my fane over

tlhin brink | saw him fail for & oog way. |

Then he strovk g roeck, bagyded o und
spleahind lsto the wateyr”

I livepmnd with nmogemiont ¢ this ax.
plavation, wirlel Helpses talivered be
twert e Pl of Liv clgeretts,

“Bui tbe toeckel™ I cried. "I saw
with ey own eyes that lmmh!mn
the path and mnﬁmﬂ

|1t uil

fout In my

[ that 1 was gone.

| Wintson,

| pri=es wfill in slore for

ey strock the path wod boupded oyep

o you, but alwuys | feired bisn your
| affectionate ropard for epe should tmj
I

Ietlige, The oI In g0 high that 1o cllmb
was an obvicen bopessdbillny, |

nnd it was equilly lnpossille o ke |

my way aloag the wet jath witliout
legving wome teacks, T might, It s tzue,
hove reversed iy boots, s § e dos
| on slmilar oceasions, but tho siptit of
thired pivts of truchi I Oue (Qhreediog

wotthl certninly hnve sugpeded

cepilon, On e wbole, they, 1T was
best that 1 shoald risk the ellml, 7!
wan wmot a pleomsomt hosinosd, Watsng
The Fall rolegs] Deodieatl e, | s ot A

have dbuwn wridlition o my
UIEY wnll 16 b0t et Qepterihio

AN Irenaratibe romtite,  An th Myoralt,
LB to comfle lu ke By ender fe 6
iy Uhe sty whith | oroeied

ot woll Ba o bal Lasd, foar e t5ial o
tlie Maria LY ENNE T twa of e i
dnng ¥ ov
ictive 0t Mty

e e LS
mmennies

T LS (1)
I trnvniesd

for Two yeis 1o Tihet thosofor T |

auvasotl myself by vinlllug Lasan siu)
FpOmeditue st ddvy witl B bheardl
lamn,  You sy Wnve pwnd of (e ie
markahle OEpirntions of 0 Norwsglin
Mimed S{pemeon, ot T am s (hat it
REYET DecirTed to el thnt you wern
e yivine nows af yone FEegl T
paANed  throiiell Poesvis, leked fa ot
AMecea nodd rid A nbort Dot intoes siVergy
Vi8S to the nhallfa at Khnrlow., (L& -
ity of which 1 bove eumtsnad i tamld
[ 1o the forelgm office.  Merurylng o
| Franoe, 1 epent sodpe mentli in A re
setireh Into the coml tap virtives
witeh | vondootod In a b bary ne
Montpelller, I (e wogth of @ -
Hovliz eomolided iid to my wuti | T
fiom mel lonrning ot oy ane Wl wme
e W T !-—fl In Fatedon, | wis
abwout W ralorn when oy @ t»
L 1 Ml Lyl ol ! s
r " TN A :-I
1Ot oiit ' i [ I L 11
Lt BRI ey " 1o

1 £ Iw 10 o L ) B L) (g b I L
] enmie over at t i 1, il

Ceprnrght by Colllur's Wesa'y

: e
SO of evwita In Londoa a0 nop ean

BHERLOCK HOLMES

fanciful persah, Hut | 278 you 1wy
word that T seemond to benr Morlarly's
volee sereaming af mo out of the abhyps
A mdsinks woold been  futnl
Maore than onee w8 (ufts of grase cnioe
bhand or my foot slipped in
the wet uotchios of the rock ) thouht
Ruc 1 struggled up

TR

ward, angd at st | renchdd a Jedge
sovernl feol dewpn and coversd  with
soft grevu mmoss, whore 1 could e v

peon In the most pecfoct oo fort
1 was stretched yoi. Iy
unid all your followivg
Investignting (n the most wympathotle

ind  inefliclent janmor the circun

stouves of my deail,

‘Al lust, whén you had all formed
Your Inevitable and totally erropeocs |
voneiusions, you departed for the hotnl,
and 1 wis Joft olone. 1 hnd lmagined
that 1 Lind reachad the end of e sd-
venitiiees, bol & yery unexpectsd aconr
renioe showed mé that there were sur.
e A hpge
Do e panst

Thera
dear
wWaere

when

rock, falllug from above,

nte the charig For an  Instant l||
thotught thut Jt was an accldent, bt a
monient luter, looking up, T snw «
ruan's bedd seainst e Juarkentng sky
and agoiher stone streck the vory
ledge upon which I was  pipetolo)
within &4 foot of my Head 0OFr covrae
the meaning of this was ..i.\-:.m-. Ao
| rlarty luul not he nlat A eonlils
noe—aal evon rI.nr L ;.Ir tee Bad todd
me how dangerous o mun that s sl
oite wis--Diul kept guard” swwhile e
nrafeseor hnd attncked 1oe From &
| distuneo, uneeen LY e, e ol Do o
withiene of hly felend's deatlh and of
wmy encape.  He had walted, and ther

nE s way avovnd fo the top of
the U he hind ondeavarsd o stcoois)
whore Ly vomade bad Cuiled

ta thindk abottt 4t
Aaguin | saw "hat grim

T 05 gt tnkie g
Vv alnos

fere
look over the cl, and T kpew thut It
w the precirsor of another stobe
1 scramibled down on to the path |

don’t think 1 could Linve done It Lo eold
1Y IR | It wan 4 handeae) Uipes aors
diffieait then pettiog iy But 1 bad oo
thwo to think of the dnpger, fur ab-
other wtoue snng pust e us 1 hung Yy
my hanids frowm the sdge of the ledge
Halfwey down [ slipped | bue, by the
blesning of God, 1 landed, torn and
blowdliug. opou the path. 1 4uak to my
hewln, Jul ten miles over the nouwn-

P taidne in the darkness, jod & weak later

I found mpself o Flaesoy, with ibe
certalpty that ne ene lu e workl
kusw whint had Leoome of me.

“1 had anly one couldsul—my Droth-
o Mycrafr, [ owe yatt wany apologies,
wy deur Watson, but 1t was ail mper
taet thiat it shondd be fhought T wes
idend, andd 1t J8 gulte certalp that you
wonld pot have wrillet 0 oubviselng
af aerount of Gy subeppy ond bad 3 ou
not youpself thongiet (hat It wis troe
Severn) tures during the lust theve
yoars | bave tuken Wp thy e to wirits

WAS ¥

| larne of my

Tl condlusion

FANDING SBMILING AT MR

i my own person At Baker 4\_"--1 K,
threw Ars, ndson Inte vielent hiys.
teries amdd foutd thet Myeraft bud pre

porved my rooms md my papers oxaot
Iy nm ey hnd always hedn, S )t w ne,
my dear Wateon, thnt at 2 o'vlneclk to
diny 1 foumd mvsidf in nru
olimlr In ey owy roors and anly
wihililng that I conld bave seen oy old
riond Watkan in the other ebaire
Leve Hlan w0 aften ndorned ™

Buch was the retnoarkable
whleh T lstensd on that Aprll even.
e, A nwerative which wettld hnve
boen uttorly loeredilide (o e ol 1t nog
bven confiimped Ly (e actugl dight of
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my old
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